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Background

Since the end of the Cold War, the world has enjoyed over three decades of 
peace and economic prosperity. Northeast Asia has been at the epicenter of such 
transformation, serving as a key locomotive for global economic growth and 
ushering in an era characterized by the “Rise of Asia.” Since the mid-2010s, however, 
Northeast Asia and the Pacific have been faced with unprecedented challenges at 
unseen speed and scope.

Today, these challenges center around the strategic competition between the U.S. 
and China, the wars in Ukraine and the Middle East, incessant nuclear and missile 
threats from a belligerent North Korea, and the future of global supply chains, 
especially involving critical technologies. In addition, the rapid pace of technological 
advancements and scientific innovation has transformed global affairs, amplifying 
the importance of navigating the intricate dynamics of the digital age.

Against this backdrop, the Chey Institute for Advanced Studies, supported by the 
SK Group, proposes a bipartisan dialogue inviting the world’s most influential 
opinion leaders, scholars, and incumbent/former high-ranking officials from the 
United States, Korea, and Japan. This year’s “Trans-Pacific Dialogue” will address 
today’s most relevant and important global affairs, including, but not limited to, 
the following: U.S.-ROK-Japan trilateralism: new economic and security dynamics 
in Northeast Asia; U.S.-China strategic competition; scientific innovation, its 
geopolitical impact, and the future of the semiconductor global supply chain; North 
Korean nuclear crisis; and geopolitical turning point: Ukraine, Middle East, and Asia.
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Agenda

Day 1 (December 4)

Session 1

13:30
-

15:30

New Era of ROK-Japan Relations and U.S.-ROK-Japan Trilateralism

Chair PARK In-kook President, Chey Institute

Opening 
Remarks CHEY Tae-won

Chairman, SK Group;  
Korea Chamber of Commerce  
and Industry

Special 
Remarks

CHO Hyun-dong ROK Ambassador to the U.S.

MORIMOTO Satoshi Former Japan Minister of Defense

FUJISAKI Ichiro Former Japan Ambassador to the 
U.S.

Mark LIPPERT Former U.S. Ambassador to the 
ROK

KIM Sung-Hwan Former ROK Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade

AI Koichi Deputy Chief of Mission, Japan 
Embassy to the U.S.

Session 
Keynote PARK Cheol Hee Chancellor, Korea National 

Diplomatic Academy

Panelists

John HAMRE President & CEO, CSIS

Daniel PONEMAN President, Centrus Energy

NAKABAYASHI Mieko Professor, Waseda University

FUKAGAWA Yukiko Professor, Waseda University

Kathleen STEPHENS President & CEO, KEI

Joseph YUN Former Special Presidential Envoy 
for Compact Negotiations

SUGIYAMA Shinsuke Former Japan Ambassador to the 
U.S.

Victor CHA Korea Chair, CSIS

YUM Yong-seop President, SK Research Institute

Session 2

16:00
-

18:00

U.S.-China Strategic Competition and the Future of Taiwan

Chair John MEARSHEIMER Professor, Chicago University

Session 
Keynote Evan MEDEIROS Professor, Georgetown University

Panelists

John IKENBERRY Professor, Princeton University

Douglas PAAL Distinguished Fellow, Carnegie 
Endowment for Intl. Peace

Daniel RUSSEL Vice President, Asia Society Policy 
Institute

LEE Chungmin Senior Fellow, Carnegie 
Endowment for Intl. Peace

NISHI Masanori Former Japan Vice Minister of 
Defense

OH Seung-Youn Professor, Bryn Mawr College

SUZUKI Kazuto Professor, University of Tokyo

18:15
-

19:00

Fireside Chat: Major Simultaneous Challenges to U.S. Foreign Policy

Chair SOHN Jie-Ae ROK Ambassador for Cultural 
Cooperation

Speakers

Edwin FEULNER Founder, Heritage Foundation

John HAMRE President & CEO, CSIS

John MEARSHEIMER Professor, University of Chicago

19:00

Gala Dinner

Welcome 
Remarks CHEY Tae-won

Chairman, SK Group;  
Korea Chamber of Commerce  
and Industry

Congrat. 
Remarks

Tammy 
DUCKWORTH Senator, D-IL

Bill HAGERTY Senator, R-TN

Todd YOUNG Senator, R-IN
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Day 2 (December 5)

9:00
-

9:45

Opening Ceremony

Welcome 
Remarks

PARK In-kook President, Chey Institute

Chuck HAGEL Former U.S. Secretary of Defense

FUJISAKI Ichiro Former Japan Ambassador to the 
U.S.

Plenary 
Keynote Kurt CAMPBELL NSC Coordinator for the Indo-

Pacific

Session 3

9:45
-

11:30

Scientific Innovation, Its Geopolitical Impact, and Future of the Global 
Supply Chain

Chair Nirav PATEL CEO, The Asia Group

Session 
Keynote

Jason MATHENY CEO & President, RAND

Ronald KLAIN Partner, O’Melveny & Myers 

Panelists

Robert ATKINSON President, ITIF

Seth JONES Vice President, CSIS

Dan KIM Chief Economist, CHIPS Act 
Office

SEOK Mingoo Professor, Columbia University

CHOI Joon Senior Vice President, SK Hynix

HIRAI Hirohide Japan Vice Minister for 
International Affairs

KIM Yoon Former CTO, SK Telecom

KIM Jungsang Professor, Duke University

John PARK Director, Korea Project, Harvard 
Belfer Center

11:30
-

11:50

U.S. Department of Commerce Special Presentation & Discussion

Presenter Dan KIM Chief Economist, CHIPS Program 
Office

Session 4

13:00
-

15:00

North Korean Nuclear Crisis

Chair Joseph YUN Former U.S. Special Presidential 
Envoy for Compact Negotiations

Session 
Keynote Stephen BIEGUN Senior Vice President, Global 

Public Policy, Boeing

Panelists

Daniel RUSSEL Vice President, Asia Society Policy 
Institute

AHN Ho-young Former ROK Ambassador to the 
U.S.

KIM Byung-Yeon Professor, Seoul National 
University

Robert EINHORN Senior Fellow, Brookings Institute

Gary SAMORE Professor, Brandeis University

SUGIYAMA Shinsuke Former Japan Ambassador to the 
U.S.

Thomas KARAKO Senior Fellow, CSIS

FUJIWARA Kiichi Professor, Tokyo University

Sue Mi TERRY Founder, Peninsula Strategies

Scott SNYDER Senior Fellow, CFR

Andrew YEO SK-KF Chair, Brookings Institution

Session 5

15:30
-

17:30

Geopolitical Turning Point: Ukraine, Middle East, and Asia

Chair John IKENBERRY Professor, Princeton University

Session 
Keynote

MORIMOTO Satoshi Former Japan Minister of Defense

John MEARSHEIMER Professor, University of Chicago

James STEINBERG Dean, Johns Hopkins SAIS
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Participants (In alphabetical order) 

U.S.

Richard ARMITAGE is a former Deputy Secretary of State, 
serving from 2001 to 2005, and currently, he serves as the 
president of Armitage International, L.C. He is also a former 
secretary for international security affairs and deputy assistant 
secretary for East Asia and Pacific affairs at the Department of 
Defense. Moreover, he has held a wide variety of U.S. diplo-

matic positions, including Presidential Special Negotiator for the Philippines 
Military Bases Agreement, and Special Mediator for Water in the Middle East.

Robert D. ATKINSON is the founder and president of the 
Information Technology and Innovation Foundation (ITIF). 
He is an internationally recognized scholar, a widely published 
author, and a trusted adviser to policymakers, with expertise 
in the broad economics of innovation and specific policy and 
regulatory questions around new and emerging technologies. 

Before founding ITIF, Atkinson was Vice President of the Progressive Policy. He 
received his Ph.D. in City and Regional Planning from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1989.

Stephen BIEGUN is senior vice president of Global Public 
Policy at The Boeing Company. He is also a member of the 
company’s Executive Council. Prior to Boeing, Stephen 
served as senior advisor at Macro Advisory Partners since 
2021 assisting corporate leaders in minimizing geopolitical 
risk in global markets. Stephen began his career as an interna-

tional affairs specialist with the U.S. Congress, serving in both the U.S. Senate 
and House of Representatives. Stephen has also volunteered as a board member 
for several international, national, and local non-profit organizations.

Session 5

15:30
-

17:30

Panelists

Christopher 
JOHNSTONE Japan Chair, CSIS

SUGIYAMA Shinsuke Former Japan Ambassador to the 
U.S.

Stephen WALT Professor, Harvard University

FUJIWARA Kiichi Professor, University of Tokyo

Rexon RYU President, The Asia Group

LEE Jae-Seung Professor, Korea University

18:00
-

19:00
Reception

19:00
Dinner

Congrat. 
Remarks Jon OSSOFF Senator, D-GA

Day 3 (December 6)

10:00
-

12:00

Policy Recommendations

Chair PARK In-kook President, Chey Institute

Panelists

Joseph YUN Former Special Presidential Envoy 
for Compact Negotiations

LEE Chungmin Senior Fellow, Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace

Seth JONES Vice President, CSIS

Gary SAMORE Professor, Brandeis University

FUJIWARA Kiichi Professor, University of Tokyo

12:00 Farewell Luncheon



Trans-Pacific Dialogue 2023Trans-Pacific Dialogue 2023 

1110

Kurt CAMPBELL is Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Coordinator for Indo-Pacific Affairs on the National Security 
Council, and Chairman and CEO of The Asia Group. During 
the Obama Administration, he served as Assistant Secretary of 
State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs. He was awarded the 
Secretary of State’s Distinguished Service Award for his ad-

vancement of a comprehensive U.S. strategy in Asia in 2013. He received his 
Ph.D. in International Relations from Oxford. 

Victor CHA is a Senior Vice President for Asia and Korea 
Chair at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. He 
is also a Distinguished University Professor, D.S. Song-KF 
Chairholder, and Professor of Government at Georgetown 
University. He was appointed in 2021 to serve on the Defense 
Policy Board in an advisory role to the Secretary of Defense. 

Dr. Cha was the Deputy Head of Delegation for the U.S. at the Six-Party Talks in 
Beijing and received two Outstanding Service commendations during his ten-
ure. Dr. Cha holds a Ph.D. in political science at Columbia University.

Tammy DUCKWORTH is an Iraq War Veteran, Purple Heart 
recipient, and former Assistant Secretary of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs who was among the first handful of 
Army women to fly combat missions during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. Duckworth served in the Reserve Forces for 23 
years before retiring at the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in 2014. 

She was elected to the U.S. Senate in 2016 after representing Illinois’s Eighth 
Congressional District in the U.S. House of Representatives for two terms.

Robert EINHORN is a Senior Fellow with the Brookings In-
stitution’s Strobe Talbott Center for Security, Strategy, and 
Technology.  Before coming to Brookings, Einhorn served as 
the Secretary of State’s Special Advisor for Nonproliferation 
and Arms Control (2009-2013). Between 2001 and 2009, 

Einhorn directed the Proliferation Prevention Program of the Center for Strate-
gic and International Studies. He was Assistant Secretary of State for Nonprolif-
eration (1999-2001) and Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Political-Mili-
tary Affairs (1992-1999).

Edwin FEULNER is the Founder and Trustee of The Heri-
tage Foundation. After serving as president from 1977 to 
2013, Dr. Feulner served as president again for a brief period 
in 2017. He formerly served as Executive Director, Republi-
can Study Committee, U.S. House of Representatives, and Ad-
ministrative Assistant to Philip M. Crane, M.C. Dr. Feulner 

received his BS from Regis University, and has an MBA from the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Wharton School of Business. He later attended the London 
School of Economics and then earned a doctorate degree at the University of 
Edinburgh.

Robert GALLUCCI is currently a Distinguished Professor in 
the Practice of Diplomacy at Georgetown University’s Walsh 
School of Foreign Service. He previously served as U.S. Am-
bassador-at-Large and Special Envoy for the U.S. Department 
of State focusing on the non-proliferation of ballistic missiles 
and weapons of mass destruction. He was the chief U.S. nego-

tiator during the North Korean nuclear crisis of 1994. He attended Stony Brook 
University for his undergraduate studies, later earning his master’s degree and a 
doctorate in politics from Brandeis University.

Chuck HAGEL served as the 24th Secretary of Defense for 
the United States from 2013 to 2015. Secretary Hagel’s cur-
rent commitments include service on the Board of Trustees of 
RAND, Centennial Scholar at the Georgetown Walsh School 
of Foreign Service, and Distinguished Statesman at the Atlan-
tic Council. Secretary Hagel also served two terms in the Unit-

ed States Senate, representing the state of Nebraska, during which was a senior 
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member of the Senate Foreign Relations and Intelligence Committees. He is a 
graduate of the University of Nebraska at Omaha. 

Bill HAGERTY represents the state of Tennessee in the Unit-
ed States Senate and previously served as the U.S. Ambassador 
to Japan from 2017 to 2019. Senator Hagerty worked as an 
economic advisor and White House fellow during the George 
H.W. Bush Administration. Senator Hagerty received his B.A. 
in Economics and Business Administration from Vanderbilt 

University and earned his J.D. from Vanderbilt Law School, where he was a Pat-
rick Wilson Scholar.

John HAMRE was elected president and CEO of CSIS in 
January 2000. Before joining CSIS, he served as the 26th U.S. 
deputy secretary of defense. In 2007, Secretary of Defense 
Robert Gates appointed Dr. Hamre to serve as chairman of the 
Defense Policy Board, and he served in that capacity for four 
secretaries of defense. Before serving in the Department of 

Defense, he worked for 10 years as a professional staff member of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee. Dr. Hamre received his Ph.D., with distinction, in 1978 
from the School of Advanced International Studies at Johns Hopkins University.

G. John IKENBERRY is the Albert G. Milbank Professor of 
Politics and International Affairs at Princeton University in 
the Department of Politics. His most recent book is “A World 
Safe for Democracy: Liberal Internationalism and the Crises 
of Global Order (Yale 2020)”.  During 2023-24, he is a visiting 
fellow at Oxford University. Among his many activities, Pro-

fessor Ikenberry served as a member of the Policy Planning Staff in 1991-2, as a 
member of an advisory group at the State Department in 2003-04, and as a mem-
ber of the Council on Foreign Relations Task Force on U.S.-European relations.

Christopher JOHNSTONE is senior adviser and Japan Chair 
at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. Mr. John-
stone previously served in government for 25 years in a variety 
of senior positions with a focus on U.S. policy toward Japan 
and the Indo-Pacific. In the Office of the Secretary of Defense, 
Mr. Johnstone led offices with responsibility for South and 

Southeast Asia and East Asia. Mr. Johnstone began his career as an intelligence 
officer in the Central Intelligence Agency, where he worked on national security 
issues in Northeast Asia.

Seth JONES is Senior Vice President, Harold Brown Chair, 
director of the International Security Program, and director of 
the Transnational Threats Project at the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies (CSIS). Prior to joining CSIS, Dr. Jones 
was the Director of the International Security and Defense 
Policy Center at the RAND Corporation. He specializes in irregu-

lar warfare, counterterrorism, and covert action. Dr. Jones is a graduate of Bow-
doin College and received his M.A. and Ph.D. from the University of Chicago.

Thomas KARAKO is a senior fellow with the International 
Security Program and the director of the Missile Defense Proj-
ect at the Center for Strategic and International Studies 
(CSIS). His research focuses on national security, missile de-
fense, nuclear deterrence, and public law. In 2010–2011, he 
was an American Political Science Association congressional 

fellow, working with the professional staff of the House Armed Services Com-
mittee. Dr. Karako received his Ph.D. from Claremont Graduate University.

Anthony KIM is a research fellow in Economic Freedom, edi-
tor of the Index of Economic Freedom, and manager of Global 
Engagement for the Margaret Thatcher Center for Freedom. 
Previously, Kim had served as Deputy Chief of Staff to Dr. Ed-
win J. Feulner, founder of the Heritage Foundation. As an edi-
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tor, Kim manages the production of The Heritage Foundation’s annual Index of 
Economic Freedom. Before joining Heritage in 2001, Kim studied economics at 
Rutgers University in New Brunswick, New Jersey.

Dan KIM is currently the Chief Economist and Director of 
Strategic Planning for the CHIPS for America Office, a new 
program established by the Department of Commerce to exe-
cute the recently passed CHIPS and Science Act. He was for-
merly the chief economist of SK Hynix and previously direc-
tor of economic strategy for Qualcomm. He has also served as 

lead economist for the U.S. international trade commission. He received a Ph.D. 
in international and political economics from Cambridge University.

Ronald KLAIN served as the 30th White House Chief of 
Staff from 2021 to 2023. Ron’s prior government service in-
cludes working as Chief Counsel of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee; Staff Director of the Senate Democratic Leadership 
Committees; Associate Counsel for Judicial Selection under 
President Clinton; Chief of Staff to Vice President Al Gore; 

and Chief of Staff to Vice President Joe Biden. Klain has served as Partner and 
National Practice Group Chair at the law firm of O’Melveny & Myers. Klain is a 
graduate of the Harvard Law School and Georgetown University and has served 
as an adjunct professor at both institutions.

Mark LIPPERT is Executive Vice President, Head of North 
American Public Affairs, and Chief Risk Officer for Samsung 
Electronics North America. He is the Vice Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the Halifax Forum and is on the Board of 
Directors of the Korea Society. Prior to his work in the private 
sector, Mr. Lippert had a distinguished career in the U.S. gov-

ernment that spanned approximately two decades and included series of senior-
level positions across multiple agencies. His awards include the Bronze Star 
Medal for his service in Iraq and the Defense Meritorious Service Medal.

Jason MATHENY is president and chief executive officer of 
the RAND Corporation. Prior to joining RAND, he led White 
House policy on technology and national security at the Na-
tional Security Council and the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy. He was also a founding director of the Center 
for Security and Emerging Technology at Georgetown Uni-

versity and director of the Intelligence Advanced Research Projects Activity 
(IARPA).

John J. MEARSHEIMER is the R. Wendell Harrison Distin-
guished Service Professor of Political Science at the University 
of Chicago. In 2020, he won the James Madison Award. He has 
written extensively about security issues and international 
politics. Among his six books, The Tragedy of Great Power 
Politics (2001, 2014) won the Joseph Lepgold Book Prize; 

and The Israel Lobby and U.S. Foreign Policy (with Stephen M. Walt, 2007), 
made the New York Times bestseller list. Dr. Mearsheimer graduated from West 
Point and has a Ph.D. in Political Science from Cornell University. 

Evan MEDEIROS is a Professor and the Penner Family Chair 
in Asia Studies in the School of Foreign Service at George-
town University. He served for six years on the staff of the Na-
tional Security Council as director for China, Taiwan, and 
Mongolia and then as Special Assistant to the President and 
Senior Director for Asia. In the latter role, Dr. Medeiros was 

President Barack Obama’s top advisor on the Asia-Pacific. Dr. Medeiros holds a 
Ph.D. in international relations from the London School of Economics and Po-
litical Science.
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Jon OSSOFF is the senior United States Senator from Geor-
gia. Before his election to the Senate, he led a team that ex-
posed ISIS war crimes, atrocities committed by peacekeeping 
troops, human trafficking, and murder as the CEO of Insight 
TWI. He serves on the Senate Judiciary; Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs; Homeland Security and Governmental Af-

fairs; and Rules Committees. He is also the Chair of the Homeland Security Per-
manent Subcommittee on Investigations. Jon is a graduate of Georgetown Uni-
versity’s School of Foreign Service (B.S.) and the London School of Economics 
(M.S.)

Douglas PAAL is a distinguished fellow at the Carnegie En-
dowment for International Peace. He previously served as vice 
chairman of JPMorgan Chase International (2006–2008) and 
was an unofficial U.S. representative to Taiwan as director of 
the American Institute in Taiwan (2002–2006). Paal held po-
sitions in the policy planning staff at the State Department, as 

a senior analyst for the CIA, and at U.S. embassies in Singapore and Beijing. He 
has spoken and published frequently on Asian affairs and national security issues.

John S. PARK is the Director of the Korea Project at the Har-
vard Kennedy School’s Belfer Center for Science and Interna-
tional Affairs. His core research projects focus on deterrence, 
economic statecraft, nuclear proliferation, Asian alliances, and 
North Korean cyber operations. At Harvard University, he is 
an Associated Faculty Member of the Korea Institute, a Fac-

ulty Member of the Committee on Regional Studies East Asia, and a Faculty Af-
filiate with the Project on Managing the Atom. Dr. Park received his Ph.D. from 
the University of Cambridge. He completed his predoctoral and postdoctoral 
training at the Harvard Kennedy School’s Belfer Center.

Nirav S. PATEL is the Chief Executive Officer and co-found-
er of The Asia Group. Previously, he served at the U.S. Depart-
ment of State from 2009 to 2013, first as Senior Adviser to As-
sistant Secretary Dr. Kurt Campbell and then as Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State in the Bureau of East Asian and 
Pacific Affairs. Mr. Patel holds a Master of Arts in International 

Security Studies from Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service and a 
Bachelor of Arts from the University of North Texas.

Daniel B. PONEMAN is President and Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Centrus Energy Corp. From 2009 to 2014, Mr. Pone-
man was the Deputy Secretary of Energy, also serving as the 
chief operating officer of the U.S. Department of Energy. In 
prior tours in government, Mr. Poneman served as a White 
House Fellow and on the National Security Council. Mr. Po-

neman is a Senior Fellow at the Belfer Center for Science and International Af-
fairs at the Harvard Kennedy School. Mr. Poneman received A.B. and J.D. de-
grees with honors from Harvard University and an M.Litt. in Politics from 
Oxford University.

Daniel RUSSEL is Vice President for International Security 
and Diplomacy at the Asia Society Policy Institute (ASPI). A 
career member of the Senior Foreign Service at the U.S. De-
partment of State, he most recently served as the Assistant 
Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs. Prior to his 
appointment as Assistant Secretary, Mr. Russel served at the 

White House as Special Assistant to the President and National Security Council 
(NSC) Senior Director for Asian Affairs. In 1996, Mr. Russel was awarded the 
State Department’s Una Chapman Cox Fellowship sabbatical. 
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Rexon RYU is President of The Asia Group, Board Chair of 
The Asia Group Foundation, and co-host of the Tea Leaves 
Podcast. He leads The Asia Group’s practices on aerospace & 
defense, South Korea, and national security. Mr. Ryu has 
served three presidents and also served as Chief of Staff to the 
Secretary of Defense, the White House National Security 

Staff, and as Deputy to the U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations. Mr. Ryu 
holds a Master’s degree in Public Policy from Princeton University and a Bache-
lor of Arts in Political Science and Government from the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley.

Gary SAMORE is the Director of the Crown Center for Mid-
dle East Studies and Professor of the Practice of Politics in the 
Department of Politics at Brandeis University.  He is also a se-
nior fellow with the Project on Managing the Atom at the 
Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs at the Ken-
nedy School of Government at Harvard University.  Samore 

previously served as President Obama’s White House Coordinator for Arms 
Control and Weapons of Mass Destruction. He was a National Science Founda-
tion Fellow at Harvard University, where he received his MA and Ph.D. in gov-
ernment in 1984.

Scott SNYDER is senior fellow for Korea studies and director 
of the program on U.S.-Korea policy at the Council on Foreign 
Relations (CFR). Mr. Snyder served as an adjunct fellow from 
2008 to 2011 and as a project director for CFR’s Independent 
Task Force on policy toward the Korean Peninsula. Prior to 
joining CFR, Mr. Snyder was a senior associate in the interna-

tional relations program of the Asia Foundation. Mr. Snyder received a BA from 
Rice University and an MA from the regional studies East Asia program at Har-
vard University. 

James STEINBERG is the tenth Dean of SAIS. Previously, he 
served as University Professor of Social Science, International 
Affairs and Law at Syracuse University, where he was Dean of 
the Maxwell school of Citizenship and Public Affairs for five 
years. Prior, he served as Deputy Secretary of State to Secre-
tary Hillary Rodham Clinton, from 2009-2011. From 2005-

2008, Mr. Steinberg was Dean of the Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs. 
Steinberg received his A.B from Harvard College and a J.D. from Yale Law 
School.

Kathleen STEPHENS is the President and CEO of KEI. Am-
bassador Stephens was a career diplomat in the United States 
Foreign Service and she was the U.S. Ambassador to the Re-
public of Korea from 2008 to 2011. Ambassador Stephens 
served in a number of policy positions in Washington at the 
Department of State and the White House including acting 

Under Secretary of State for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs (2012), and 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs 
(2005-2007). She holds a Master’s degree from Harvard University’s Kennedy 
School.

Sue Mi TERRY is the founder of Peninsula Strategies Inc., an 
advisory firm specializing in Korean issues with both govern-
ment and corporate clients. Dr. Terry has extensive experience 
in intelligence, policymaking, academia, and think tanks. She 
was the Director of the Asia Program and Director of the 
Hyundai Motor-Korea Foundation Center for Korean History 

and Public Policy at Wilson Center. She holds a Ph.D. and an M.A. in international 
relations from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University.
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Stephen M. WALT is the Robert and Renée Belfer Professor 
of International Affairs at the Harvard Kennedy School. He 
previously taught at Princeton University and the University 
of Chicago, where he served as Master of the Social Science 
Collegiate Division and Deputy Dean of Social Sciences. He 
presently serves on the editorial boards of Foreign Policy, Se-

curity Studies, International Relations, and Journal of Cold War Studies. Profes-
sor Walt is the author of The Origins of Alliances (1987), which received the 
1988 Edgar S. Furniss National Security Book Award.

Andrew YEO is a senior fellow and the SK-Korea Foundation 
Chair in Korea Studies at Brookings Institution’s Center for 
East Asia Policy Studies. He is also a professor of politics at 
The Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C. Most 
recently he wrote a book titled State, Society, and Markets in 
North Korea (Cambridge University Press), In 2020, he was a 

Fulbright senior scholar in the Philippines. Dr. Yeo received his Ph.D. in Govern-
ment from Cornell University and BA in Psychology and International Studies 
magna cum laude from Northwestern University.

Todd YOUNG has represented Indiana in the U.S. Senate 
since 2017. He serves on the Senate Finance; Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship; Foreign Relations; and Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation committees. Young has led on is-
sues of U.S. economic competitiveness with China and helped 
author the CHIPS and Science Act. He began his political ca-

reer at The Heritage Foundation before serving as a legislative assistant. Young 
holds a Bachelor’s from the U.S. Naval Academy, an MBA from the University of 
Chicago, a Master’s from the University of London’s Institute of U.S. Studies, and 
a J.D. from Indiana University.

Joseph YUN is a Senior Advisor at The Asia Group. He is 
widely recognized as one of the leading experts on U.S. rela-
tions with North Korea. Ambassador Yun most recently 
served as the Special Presidential Envoy for Compact Negotia-
tions until October 2023. He also served as Special Represen-
tative for North Korea Policy and played an instrumental role 

in reopening the “New York channel”, a direct communication line with officials 
from Pyongyang. From 2011 to 2013, Ambassador Yun served as Principal Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary for East Asian and Pacific Affairs.
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 Japan 

AI Koichi is the Deputy Chief of Mission at the Embassy of 
Japan in the U.S. He joined the MOFA in 1989 and has been 
posted to Washington, D.C., Ottawa, Jakarta, New York, and 
Paris. At the Foreign Ministry in Tokyo, he has served as 
Counsel for Treaties Negotiation; Director, Ocean Affairs; Di-
rector, Policy Planning; and Director, International Economy. 

He also served as the Director General at the Japan Institute of International Af-
fairs. He received his Bachelor’s degree in Law from University of Tokyo and 
Master’s Degree from Tufts University’s Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy.

AKIYAMA Masahiro currently serves as the President of 
Akiyama Associates and as Chairman of the Society of Secu-
rity and Diplomatic Policy Studies. His professional career in 
government includes a number of senior positions, including 
head of the Banking Investigation Division and Director-Gen-
eral of Tokyo Customs. After moving to the Defense Agency in 

1991, he served as Director-General of the Defense Policy Bureau and the Fi-
nance Bureau, and as the administrative Vice-Minister of Defense before resign-
ing from the agency in 1998. 

FUJISAKI Ichiro is President of the American Japan Society. 
He served as the Ambassador and the Japanese representative 
for the United Nations and World Trade Organization in Ge-
neva from 2005 to 2008. Subsequently, he served as Ambas-
sador of Japan to the United States from 2008 through 2012. 
His other Ministry of Foreign Affairs posts include terms as 

Deputy Director-General for Asian Affairs, and Director-General for North 
American Affairs before being appointed as the Deputy Foreign Minister and 
serving as the personal representative of the Prime Minister of Japan for the G8 
Summit. 

FUJIWARA Kiichi is a Professor of the Institute for Ad-
vanced Research at Chiba University and Professor Emeritus 
of the University of Tokyo. He has taught International Poli-
tics at the Graduate Schools for Law and Politics and has 
served as the Director of the Institute for Future Initiatives. He 
was awarded the Woodrow Wilson International Center Fel-

lowship in Washington D.C. from 1995 to 1996. Professor Fujiwara is a graduate 
of the University of Tokyo, and a former Fulbright Scholar at Yale University.

FUKAGAWA Yukiko is a currently the Deputy Dean and a 
Professor in the School of Political Science and Economics at 
Waseda University. Her major interest lies in economic devel-
opment in East Asia, especially Korea. She worked for the Ja-
pan External Trade Organization and Long-Term Credit Bank 
Research Institute before teaching at Aoyama Gakuin Univer-

sity and the University of Tokyo. She received her M.A. in International Devel-
opment Economics from Yale University, and her Ph.D. from the Waseda Gradu-
ate School of Business Studies.

HIRAI Hirohide is a Special Advisor to Japan’s Minister of 
Economy, Trade and Industry. He is the former Vice-Minister 
for International Affairs. He previously served as Director-
General of the Economic and Industrial Policy Bureau in July 
2021. From 2019, Mr. Hirai played a key role in the govern-
ment-wide economic growth strategy while serving as the Se-

nior Councilor at Cabinet Secretariat. Mr. Hirai received his BA in Law from the 
University of Tokyo in 1987 and his MSc degree in international relations from 
the London School of Economics and Political Science in 1993.
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MORIMOTO Satoshi acted Chancellor of Takushoku Uni-
versity from 2016 until 2021, and he currently acts as an Ex-
ecutive Adviser. Also, he was honored by Takushoku Univer-
sity with an Emeritus Professor. He served as a Special Adviser 
to the Minister of Defense (2015-2016, 2017-2018) and 11th 
Minister of Defense (2012). He was a Senior Fellow at the 

Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University (1980-1981) and Se-
nior Guest Researcher at the Brookings Institution (1981-1982). He graduated 
from National Defense Academy (1965).

NAKABAYASHI Mieko is a Professor of Political Science at 
Waseda University. She served as an elected member of Japan’s 
House of Representatives from 2009 to 2012. During her ten-
ure at the Diet, Nakabayashi served as a Director of the For-
eign Affairs Committee; the Financial Affairs Committee; and 
the Special Committee on Anti-Piracy Measures, Prevention 

of International Terrorism, and Japan’s Cooperation and Support. She received 
her Ph.D. in International Public Policy from Osaka University and her Master’s 
degree in Political Science from Washington State University.

NISHI Masanori is a Senior Advisor at Nippon Life Insur-
ance Company. He was a Special Adviser to the Minister of 
Defense from August of 2017 to October 2018 after holding 
the role previously from 2015-2016. Mr. Nishi has held nu-
merous roles at the Ministry of Defense such as Director Gen-
eral of the Bureau of Finance and Equipment, Director Gen-

eral of the Bureau of Defense Policy, and Administrative Vice Minister of 
Defense. Mr. Nishi holds a Bachelor of Laws from the University of Tokyo and an 
M.Litt of International Relations from the University of Oxford.

OTA Yasuhiko is a columnist for Nikkei, covering foreign af-
fairs, international trade, geopolitics in the Asia Pacific region, 
and various global issues. He spent more than half of his career 
as a foreign correspondent to cities such as Washington, D.C., 
Frankfurt, and Singapore. He received his B.A. in Physics from 
Hokkaido University and completed a course from the Night 

Journalism Program at Massachusetts Institute of Technology in the U.S. His lat-
est book, “Geopolitics of Semiconductor,” was a bestseller in Japan, Taiwan, and 
Korea.

SUGIYAMA J. Shinsuke is  a Professor of International Law 
at Waseda University and served as Ambassador of Japan to 
the United States from 2018 to 2020. Ambassador Sugiyama 
has enjoyed an illustrious career in the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, serving in positions including Political Minister at the 
Japanese Embassy in the Republic of Korea, Deputy Director-

General for the Middle Eastern and African Affairs Bureau, Vice Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, and Adviser to the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

SUZUKI Kazuto is Professor at the Graduate School of Pub-
lic Policy at the University of Tokyo, Japan, and Director of the 
Institute of Geoeconomics at International House of Japan. 
He has worked in the Fondation pour la recherche stratégique 
in Paris, France as assistant and served as Professor of Inter-
national Politics at Hokkaido University until 2020. He gradu-

ated from the Department of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University, 
and received Ph.D. from Sussex European Institute, University of Sussex, Eng-
land.
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Korea 

AHN Ho-Young is the Chair Professor of North Korean Stud-
ies at the Kyung-Nam University. Before this, he worked as the 
President of the University of North Korean Studies (2018-
2022). Ambassador Ahn served as the Republic of Korea’s 
Ambassador to the United States from 2013 to 2017, and he 
also worked as a Deputy Minister for Trade. Ambassador Ahn 

studied International Relations and Law at the Seoul National University (B.A.), 
Georgetown University (M.S.), Korea National Open University (LL.B) and 
Georgetown Law School (LL.M).

CHEY Tae-won is Chairman of the Chey Institute for Ad-
vanced Studies, as well as Chairman and CEO of SK Group. 
Under his leadership, SK’s global footprint has grown to en-
compass nearly 150 affiliates with a primary focus on energy, 
ICT, and semiconductors. During his tenure at the Chey Insti-
tute, he has bolstered regional cooperation through the cre-

ation of multi-stakeholder forums across Asia. Mr. Chey is also Chairman of the 
Korea Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI), the largest business organi-
zation in Korea at the forefront of trade promotion that engages in economic di-
plomacy with foreign governments and corporations.

CHO Hyun-dong is current Ambassador of the Republic of 
Korea to the United States. He joined the MOFA in 1985 and 
he served as the head of the North Korean nuclear diplomacy 
planning department, senior administrator of the foreign strat-
egy secretary’s office in the presidential office, and the North 
American 3rd Director of the North American Bureau. He 

also served as the representative of the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization’s (UNIDO) Korea Investment Promotion Office.

CHOI Joon is Senior Vice President in charge of the Global 
Growth Strategy at SK hynix, the second-largest semiconduc-
tor memory chip company. He joined SK hynix in 2021 as 
Head of Marketing after serving SK Group Chairman as Chief 
of Staff. Since joining SK Group in 2012, he has assumed vari-
ous roles in developing global investment opportunities and 

business development. Before joining SK Group, he was a partner at Booz & Co. 
He received his B.S. in Business Administration, M.B.A., MS in Management In-
formation Systems, and Ph.D. from Boston University.

KIM Byung-Yeon is a Distinguished Professor in the Depart-
ment of Economics, and Director of the Institute for Future 
Strategy at Seoul National University. His research interests lie 
in the fields of transition economics focusing on N. Korea, 
Russia, and China. He has been awarded the National Acade-
my of Sciences Academic Award, the SNU Award for Distin-

guished Researcher, and the T. S. Ashton Prize. He received a B.A. and M.A. 
from Seoul National University and a Ph.D. from the University of Oxford.

KIM Jungsang is a Professor in the Department of Electrical 
and Computer Engineering at Duke University. He leads the 
Multifunctional Integrated Systems Technology group at 
Duke University. His main area of current research is quantum 
information sciences, where his group uses trapped atomic 
ions and a range of photonics technologies in an effort to con-

struct scalable quantum information processors and quantum communication 
networks. He holds a B.S. in Physics from Seoul National University and Ph.D. in 
Physics from Stanford University.
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KIM MyoungSoo serves the Chief Editorial Writer of Maeil 
Business Newspaper and concurrently holds the Vice Chair-
man of the Korea News Editor’s Association. Prior to these 
positions, he spent two years as the Editor-in-Chief and three 
years as the NY Bureau Chief as a correspondent. He also 
holds the President at the World Knowledge Forum, the larg-

est business forum in the Pacific Asia region. He obtained his B.A. in Economics 
from Seoul National University and an M.S. in Finance from New York City Uni-
versity.

KIM Sung-Hwan was a career diplomat and served as the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade of the Republic of Korea 
from 2010 to 2013. He held a number of senior diplomatic 
posts including the Senior Secretary to the President for For-
eign Affairs and National Security and Vice Minister of MO-
FAT. He was ROK’s ambassador to Austria and Permanent 

Representative to the International Organizations in Vienna. He is now working 
as the President of Taejae Future Consensus Institute and the Chairman of the 
East Asia Foundation and Beautiful Mind Charity Foundation.

KIM Yoon is currently a Partner at Saehan Ventures in Korea, 
responsible for the investment of deep tech startups in AI and 
Metaverse around the world. Prior to the new role, he served 
as CTO at SK Telecom, leading R&D and innovations in AI 
and 5G for hyperconnected intelligence applications in secu-
rity, data analytics, media, cloud, and new mobility. Yoon 

holds a bachelor’s degree from Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Tech-
nology and a Ph.D. in electrical engineering from Stanford University.

LEE Chung Min is a Senior Fellow at Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace and a former University Professor at 
Korea Advanced Institute for Science and Technology. He is 
also Chairman of the International Advisory Council of the 
IISS. He has worked at leading think tanks and universities in 
the U.S., Korea, Japan, and Singapore. Dr. Lee served as Am-

bassador for National Security Affairs and Ambassador for International Security 
Affairs. He received his BA in political science from Yonsei University and his 
MALD and Ph.D. from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy. 

LEE Hawon is the Editorial Writer of the Chosunilbo. He 
served as the Washington D.C Bureau Chief and the Tokyo 
Bureau Chief for 7 years. He was the primary director who or-
ganized the 5th Asian Leadership Conference, where former 
U.S. President George W. Bush(43rd) participated. He also 
served as the main news anchor at TV Chosun and a research 

fellow at the Harvard University Belfer Center for Science and International Af-
fairs. His area of expertise includes U.S.-Korea and U.S.-Japan relations.

LEE Jae-Seung is a Jean Monnet Professor at Korea Univer-
sity’s College of International Studies. He currently serves as 
the President of the Korean Society for Contemporary Euro-
pean Studies and Vice President of the Seoul Forum for Inter-
national Affairs. His research covers Korea’s foreign policy, 
energy security, and Korea-EU relations. Professor Lee is a 

board member of the Chey Institute for Advanced Studies. Professor Lee holds a 
B.A. in political science from Seoul National University, M.A. and Ph.D. in po-
litical science from Yale University. 
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LEE Mi Sook is an editorial writer of Munhwa Ilbo, a national 
daily evening newspaper in Seoul. As a staff writer of Munhwa 
Ilbo. She has covered diplomatic affairs over twenty years in-
cluding inter-Korea relations, ROK-U.S. relations, U.S. policy 
on North Korea nuclear issues. She served as an editor of in-
ternational news (2012-2017) and as a Washington DC cor-

respondent (2003-2006). She holds a B.A in Yonsei University and M.A. in Po-
litical Science from Korea University. She was a visiting scholar at Fairleigh 
Dickinson University (1999-2000).

NA Suk-kwon is the President of Center for Social value En-
hancement Studies and was previously a Senior Research Fel-
low at the SK Research Institute. Before joining SK group, he 
worked for the Ministry of Economy and Finance for 25 years 
where he held several major positions including the Director-
General of the Statistical Policy Department. He also gained a 

variety of experiences through his dispatch to the Presidential Office of Korea, 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and the consulate general of the Re-
public of Korea in New York. He received a doctorate in Economics from the 
University of Missouri.

OH Seung-Youn is an associate professor in the Department 
of Political Science at Bryn Mawr College, where she special-
izes in international relations and comparative politics in East 
Asia. Her academic interests include China’s economic state-
craft, particularly in the realm of unofficial economic retalia-
tion, industrial policy, and the global supply chains of emerg-

ing technology. She holds an M.A. and Ph.D. in Political Science from the 
University of California at Berkeley and a B.A. in Political Science from Yonsei 
University in South Korea.

PARK Cheol Hee is the Chancellor of the Korea National 
Diplomatic Academy under the Korean Foreign Ministry. He 
served as the director of the Institute of International Affairs 
and the director of the Institute for Japanese Studies at Seoul 
National University. He was a board member of the Asan Insti-
tute for Policy Studies, the East Asia Foundation, the Sejong 

Institute, and the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Foundation. He received his 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degree from Seoul National University, and his Ph.D. 
from Columbia University.

PARK In-kook is the President of the Chey Institute for Ad-
vanced Studies. He served as the permanent representative of 
the Republic of Korea to the United Nations from 2008-2011 
and as the Ambassador to Geneva and Kuwait. At the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Park served as the Director of UN Divi-
sion II on Disarmament and Nuclear Energy, the Deputy Min-

ister for Policy Planning and International Organizations, and Deputy Foreign 
Minister for Multilateral and Global Issues.

SEOK Mingoo is an Associate Professor of Electrical Engi-
neering at Columbia University. He received a B.S. from Seoul 
National University, South Korea, in 2005, an M.S. in 2007, 
and a Ph.D. degree in 2011 from the University of Michigan, 
all in electrical engineering. His research interest covers vari-
ous aspects of VLSI computing hardware, including low-pow-

er variation-tolerant hardware and machine-learning hardware. He won the 2015 
NSF CAREER award and the 2019 Qualcomm Faculty Award. 

SO Jinwoo is currently SK Group’s Vice Chairman in charge 
of China Region affairs and Senior Advisor of Talent Develop-
ment Committee of SK SUPEX Council. He is a member of 
Global Network Council as a representative of East Asia in 
Eisenhower Fellowships. Since 1989, he has led some of the 
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Group’s most challenging ICT projects that paved the foundation for SK Group’s 
internet business, while serving as co-CEO of SK Telecom and CEO of SK Plan-
et. Since 2021, he was assigned to head China Region affairs. Mr. So received a 
B.S. degree in electrical engineering from Seoul National University and an 
M.B.A from University of Iowa.

SOHN Jie-Ae is Ambassador for Cultural Cooperation. She is 
concurrently a Professor at Ewha Womans University after 
spending 15 years as CNN’s Bureau Chief and Seoul Corre-
spondent. She also served in the South Korean government, as 
spokesperson of the Presidential Committee for the Seoul 
G20 Summit in 2010 and as Presidential Secretary of Over-

seas Public Relations for President Lee Myung-Bak. She was also President/
CEO of Arirang TV and Radio, and was the first and still the only woman to have 
run a major TV station in Korea. 

YEO Han-koo is former trade minister of the Republic of Ko-
rea and has been senior fellow at the Peterson Institute for In-
ternational Economics. His research focuses on international 
trade policy, industrial policy, supply chain resilience, and eco-
nomic security and international trade negotiations including 
the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) and the Com-

prehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP). 
Yeo has served as visiting professor at the Seoul National University Business 
School. Yeo holds an MBA from Harvard Business School and an MPA from 
Harvard Kennedy School.

YU Jeong Joon ( JJ) is Vice Chairman of SK Group and Head 
of U.S. Government & Corporate Affairs for SK Group. As 
CEO of PassKey, a New York subsidiary of SK E&S, Mr. Yu is 
leading the development of businesses and technologies accel-
erating the transition of the U.S. grid to sustainable forms of 
energy. Since joining SK in 1998, he has held several executive 

leadership positions including roles with SK Inc., SK Group’s strategic invest-
ment arm; SK Energy; SK E&S; and the SUPEX Council, the lead advisory pan-
el across all SK Group companies. Dr. Yu holds a Ph.D. in Economics from the 
Seoul National University of Science & Technology.

YUM Yong-seop has been serving as the President of SK Re-
search Institute (SKRI) since 2017, and he held positions as 
the head of the Fair Competition Research Division and the 
Broadcasting and Telecommunications Policy Division at the 
Korea Information Society Development Institute. He has 
been associated with SKRI and served as the head of the Infor-

mation and Communication Research Center and the Future Research Center. 
His main areas of interest include Digital Transformation, Platform Business 
Strategy, Global Value Chain, among others. He earned his Ph.D. in Economics 
from the University of Paris 1.






